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This  pamphlet  describes  the  Residential  Exemption  and 
indicates  the  process  by  which  a  taxpayer  may  apply 
for  the  exemption. 

Each  year,  the  City  of  Boston  elects  to  apply  a 
residential  exemption  to  residential  properties  that 
are  the  principal  residence  of  a  taxpayer  as  of 
January  f  i  rst . 

The  value  of  the  exemption  in  FY  1989  is  $36,033. 

This  represents  a  tax  savings  of  $287.18  for 
residential  taxpayers  who  qualify. 


WHO  CAN  APPLY 


sed 


A  taxpayer  who  owns  residential  property  and  who  us 
the  property  as  his  or  her  principal  residence  on 
January  first  may  apply  for  a  residential  exemption 

A  principal  residence  is  one  in  which  the  taxpayer 
lives  and  which  is  used  as  a  permanent  home  and  legal 
res  idence  * 

WHEN  MUST  AN  APPLICATION  BE  FILED 

An  application  fp~r:  residential  exemption  must  be 
filed  with  the  Assessing  Department  within  three 
months  after  the  mailing  date  of  the  tax  bill. 

WHAT  FORMS  ARE  REQUIRED? 

Obtain  and  complete  an  Application  for  Real  Estate 
Abatement  form  and  an  Application  for  Residential 
Exemption  form. 

Application  forms  are  available  at  the  Assessing 
Information  Center,  Assessing  Department,  Room  301, 
City  Hall,  Monday  -  Friday,  9:00  AM  to  5:00  PM . 

File  both  forms  at  the  Assessing  Department,  Room 
301,  City  Hall,  within  three  months  of  the  mailing  of 
the  tax  bill. 


HOW  IS  THE  VALUE  OF  THE  EXEMPTION  CALCULATED? 

Massachusetts  law  provides  that  the  residential 
exemption  can  be  between  0%  and  20%  of  the  average 
value  of  all  residential  property  in  the  City.   For 
example,  if  the  average  value  of  all  residential 
property  was  $150,000,  the  exemption  could  range  from 
$0  to  $30,000. 

The  amount  of  the  exemption  is  determined  on  a  yearly 
basis  upon  recommendation  of  the  Mayor  with  the 
approval  of  the  City  Council. 

The  residential  exemption  is  a  dollar  amount  of  value 
that  is  exempt  from  taxation.   For  example,  if  the 
residential  exemption  was  $30,000,  a  home  with  an 
assessed  valuation  of  $150,000  would  be  taxed  on 
$120,000  of  value. 

The  residential  exemption  is  granted  in  addition  to 
any  other  exemption  to  which  a  taxpayer  may  be 
entitled.  However,  no  parcel  of  real  estate  may  be 
assessed  for  less  than  ten  percent  of  its  fair  cash 
value.  Note  that  there  is  an  exception  for  certain 
persons  with  physical  infirmities  and  financial 
hardshi  p . 


ASSESSING  DEPARTMENT  REVIEW  PROCESS 

The  Assessing  Department  has  three  months  after  the 
filing  of  the  application  to  determine  the  merits  of 
the  appl i  cat  i  on . 

The  filing  of  an  application  does  not  mean  that  you 
can  postpone  the  payment  of  your  tax.   The  tax 

appearing  on  the  first-half  bill  must  be  paid  in  full 

and,  if  the  application  is  approved  a  credit  will 

appear  on  the  second-half  FY  1989  tax  bill. 


APPEAL  FROM  DECISION  OF  THE  ASSESSING  DEPARTMENT 

If  the  application  is  denied,  the  taxpayer  may  file 
an  appeal  to  the  state  Appellate  Tax  Board  within 
three  months  of  the  decision. 


If  the  Assessing  Department  has  not  made  a  decision 
within  three  months  of  the  date  of  the  application, 
the  application  is  deemed  denied  by  law.  In  such  a 
case,  the  taxpayer  may  file  an  appeal  to  the 
Appellate  Tax  Board  within  three  months  of  the  date 
on  which  the  application  was  deemed  denied. 


QUESTIONS? 

Assessing  Information  Center  personnel  are  available 
to  assist  in  answering  any  questions  or  concerns 
about  your  prope  ty  tax  assessment.   Call  or  visit: 

The  Assessing  Information  Center 

Assessing  Department 

Room  301  ,  City  Ha  1 1 

Boston,  MA 

725-4287 

The  Assessing  Information  Center  is  open  from  9:00  AM 
to  5:00  PM ,  Monday  -  Friday.   The  Center  will  be  open 
certain  evenings  during  the  tax  bill  period.   Call 
The  Assessing  Information  Center  for  the  schedule  of 
additional  hours. 
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